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A tale of two girls in Ghana
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From
FaceTime
to face
time

@ Meeting with children in a classroom in
Burkina Faso. Photo: Karen Homer
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Finally meeting the children
and families we serve

Nothing beats talking to people face-to-face. | realized that yet again

while speaking with sponsored children and their families in Burkina

*EWS ERH 2MGEVEKYE XLMW WTVMRK , Q] VWX
overseas as CEO.

In Burkina Faso, | visited vibrant classrooms and communities
near Ouagadougou, the capital, where | met some of the 4,500 children
sponsored by Canadians. Ten-year-old Marina, a sponsored child, and
her parents welcomed me into their mud-walled home.

Marina’s father, Pierre, 44, is a millet farmer who struggles to provide
for his wife and three children. But his hope and optimism are infectious.

“I’'m so proud of my daughter,” Pierre told me. “It's important to educate
girls. Marina is not going to be poor like her parents. She will be able to
get a job. My wife, Maria, and | are dreaming she’ll become a teacher.”
Next, | travelled north to Kaya. This small town now shelters about
one-quarter of the 1.8 million people driven from their homes by violent
NXVIQMWX KVSYTW ERH QMPMXME SZIV XLI TEWX
Children Believe’s innovative, life-saving humanitarian work that | saw
VWX LERH LIVI OEWX JIEV MR TEVXRIVWLMT [M
health support for 26,600 children and youth who survived unspeakable
violence. Hearing the stories of survivors Habibou, a mother of two, and
Sohaibata, a displaced teen, (who you will read more about in this issue)
was a moving, humbling experience.
In Nicaragua, | met children and parents who face very different
challenges, but share the same determination as their Burkinabé peers.
Arlen, the 13-year-old girl | sponsor, talked to me about her plans to
study medicine and become a plastic surgeon, inspired by an uncle in
the profession.
| also enjoyed hearing the ambitions of many passionate young adults.
They shared how they overcame economic hardship to become thriving
entrepreneurs with support from our small-business training program,
funded largely by the Government of Canada, and your donations.

Nothing beats talking to people face-to-face — be it the communities
[ WIVZI SV SYV HSRSVW LIVI MR 'EREHE 9RXMP
for your generous support that is changing lives in Nicaragua, Burkina
Faso and beyond.

Sincerely,

Fred Witteveen is
Children Believe's

w1/‘—ﬁ_ e GLMIJ INIGYXMZI
' GIS$GLMPHVIRF




Prescription for success

“My heart breaks when | see the suffering.”
Habibou’s hope

Stitching together a new future
6IQIQFIVMRK E GPEWWQEXI [LS
JHYGEXMSR SV XLI EPXEV#

A reason to smile

Speaker of the house

,STI SEXW JSV 2MGEVEKYER
%RRYEP 6ITSVX 'LEMV...W RS
%RRYEP 6ITSVX 3YV “RERGM
%RRYEP 6ITSVX 3YV ]JIEV MR

Cover: Fleeing with her family,

Sohaibata escaped violence in
Burkina Faso and now attends a
Children Believe-supported
child-friendly space (p. 8).
Photo: Philip Maher
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Children
Believe

OUR VISION

We dream of a world where every child has
a voice and the ability to achieve their full
potential.

OUR MISSION

Children Believe creates a future of hope

for children, families and communities by
helping them develop the skills and resources
to overcome poverty and injustice. For 60+
years, we have followed the example of Christ
by serving the poor regardless of their faith,
and cultural and ethnic backgrounds.

OUR VALUES

Across our work, we aim to uphold the
values of results, respect, integrity,
teamwork and excellence.

Member of

ChxldFund.

Alliance

%'')77-&-0-8=

We seek to recognize and remove the obstacles faced by
persons with disabilities. All communications are available
in alternative formats upon request.


https://childrenbelieve.ca
askus@childrenbelieve.ca
https://www.facebook.com/childrenbelieveCA/
https://www.instagram.com/childrenbelieveca/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/CBelieveCA?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrbwtCksnSWV80gj5oOZtEA
ca.linkedin.com/company/children-believe
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What's happening *

Preparing the next generation
of global citizens

More than 1,200 youth in Burkina Faso, Ghana and India are exploring
contemporary global issues together — including climate change,
gender rights and action against hate speech — as part of Generation
Global, a joint youth education program by Children Believe and the
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change.
Generation Global prepares youth ages 13 to 17 to embrace
the future, equipped with the knowledge, skills and attitudes
they need to become active, open-minded global citizens. The
program offers quality training for educators, as well as free,
“BI\MFPI XIEGLMRK VIWSYVGIW SR KPSFEP MW
development of young people’s global citizenship.
“This [program] will be very good for our students,” says
Brenda Amadu Amoah, a teacher at Kanvilli Junior High School in
Tamale, Ghana, who took part in a recent educator training session.
“They’ll be exposed to other ideas and ways of being, and they’ll
KEMR GSR¥%“HIRGI ERH FI EFPI XS FIXXIV INTVIV
XLl HMEPSKYI TVEGXMGI % 6lEH QSVI EFSYX XI
program at childrenbelieve.ca/youth-to-become-global-citizens.

@ Ghanaian teachers Odette Kuunaa Dery (left) and Brenda Amadu Amoah are proud to participate in Generation Global. Photo: Philip Maher

As easy as 1, 2, 3: Jacksons headline
Strangers in the Night Toronto

6SGO ...R... VSPP VS]JEPX] 8IKXVEGRKWIRWMRLXE
Toronto, a gourmet charity gala organized by Children Believe and
XLVII PSGEP TEVXRIVW SR 71TX 8LI Y4VWX
drew 500 guests.

Hosted by CP24 anchor/reporter Shanelle Kaul, the evening of
music and dining also featured performances by local rock icons,
Honeymoon Suite, and Juno-nominated jazz singer Alex Bird.

“We are thrilled at the tremendous show of support for our work with
vulnerable children worldwide,” says Aki Temiseva, chief marketing
ERH HIZIPSTQIRX S%GIV JSV 'LMPHVIR &IPMI

JZIRX WTSRWSVW [IVI %MV '"EREHE *SYRH
l1EVWL ;MRIVMIW ,-XIP &SRETEVXI /EVPS )
Kitchen, The Nock Academy, Sleeman Breweries, Spring Mill Distillery,
Summer Seltzers and The Westin Harbour Castle.

8LI TVSGIIHW VEMWIH JVSQ XLI IZIRX [MP
Believe to Achieve Organization, Canadian Health Champions and

=SYV 7YTTSVX *SYRHEXMSR E 90VEMRMER Vi'?hMJaEk&AsﬁééMr?édth@Sﬁra%ér‘s RS\l VS Q
the gala, visit childrenbelieve.ca/strangers-in-the-night-toronto . Toronto gala. Photo: Meg Matera Photography
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for success

Sending much-needed medicine to f

By Karen Homer

is nearby for most Canadians. With 11,814 licensed

® Dr. Robert Kargougou, Minister of Health and Public Hygiene,
speaks to the press at a ceremony in May in Ougadougou, Burkina

Health Partners International of Canada. Photo: Philip Maher

long, wit Wittevee O of Children Believe, who
I IHHPMRK YRHIV XLI [IEXLIV# 2SX XS [{gsijted%\?hwﬁg?of e%imgfdonated in partnership with

pharmacies operating across the country — one
for every 3,216 Canadians, according to the National

ministries of health to facilities in communities where

%YXLSVMX] SJ 4LEVQEG] 6IKYPEXSV] %¥ ¥rve \OWiren BelievelartSHRIC dollaborate carefully
LEZI XS KS JEV XS “4RH E HVYKWXSVI [[FRIWRKBGCOSHRERXERWERSGEP LIEPXL S%G

effective prescription and over-the-counter medicines.

But that’s not the situation for children and their
families in many communities worldwide where Children
Believe serves. Healthcare facilities in low-income
countries frequently battle serious shortages of essential
medicines and medical supplies. Health staff must care
for patients, working with extremely limited resources. On
top of this, many parents, already struggling to provide
enough food for their children, cannot afford to buy
medicine or pay for healthcare services. The poorest
and most vulnerable people are often forced to choose
between food and medicine.

Since 2019, Children Believe and Health Partners
International of Canada (HPIC) have worked together to
help change that fact — one box of donated medicine
at a time. To date, we have delivered medicines and
QIHMGEP WYTTPMIW [SVXL

&YVOMRE *EWS
India) reaching over 1.5 million emergency-affected and
internally displaced persons.

Canadian pharmaceutical companies donate
medicines to HPIC, the only charity licensed by Health
Canada to handle donated medicines. Children Believe
covers the shipping and handling overseas by air freight
or sea. The medicines are then distributed by local

QIHMGMRIW QIIX XLIMV MHIRXM%IH RIIH
“Our partnership enables us to reach more people

who are most in need at less cost,” says Dr. Feleke

Tadele, director of program effectiveness and resources

management at Children Believe.
Most recently, Children Believe and HPIC delivered

the last of three shipments of mebendazole, valued at

$519,356, to Burkina Faso's Ministry of Health. The drug is

used to treat parasitic worm infections, which is a common

public health problem, particularly among children living

in socially and economically deprived rural communities.

The infection is often caused by lack of access to clean

water and adequate hygiene facilities. More than 469,350

women and children, including sponsored children and

those displaced from their homes by ongoing violent

GSR%:-.MGX MR &YVOMRE *EWS [MPP FIRIY

QMP P MS RThask yo to GhiidveR RelieMd &vid its partner, Health
JXLMSTME O0IFERSR PannErs IntariationawXdarade, RoHyour support,”

WEMH 1IMRMWXIV SJ 4YFPMG ,IEPXL ERH
Kargougou, formally accepting the donation during a May
ceremony in Ouagadougou. “This very useful donation

comes at the right time and will allow us to help relieve

illnesses affecting children, who, along with women, are

most affected by this crisis.”

ChildVoice %229%0 6)43685



“My heart breaks when
| see the suffering.”

Our team responds to the escalating
humanitarian crisis across the country

By Karen Homer

ne of the fastest-growing, violent displacement served since 1987, a reported 5,000 people have been
Ocrises in the world — and one of the most forgotten. killed and over 1.9 million people displaced from their
8LEX MW LS[ XLI 9RMXIH 2E X MHRas. NMtbré\tharvidlF-thewictims are children.
the escalating situation across Africa’s Sahel region, 92,'6 VITSVXW XLEX WGLSSPW ER
spanning Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali and Niger. centres are non-functional due to insecurity and violence,
3ZIV XLI TEWX %%zl JIEVW QSVI XL HBprivingnMiéhB & &hikdren and adults of education
civilians and 1 million refugees in these countries have and health care. Families are on the brink. Driven from

%IH MRHMWGVMQMREXI EXXEGOW F] EhikcbhimKinteybly Yérrofikts, tRe$ fre also suffering
GSRXVSP XLI 7ELIP VIKMSR , ER ITMGKRXVB3:36V GERMUMUNXG..W TSZIVX] MRHYG

Sadly, we hear little about this humanitarian including soaring food prices. Drought has compounded
catastrophe in Canadian news. XLl GSR-.2MGX WMXYEXMSR [MXL QMP
In Burkina Faso alone, where Children Believe has facing severe food shortages.

Across the country, women and children huddle
in makeshift roadside shelters or camp in farmers’
“WIPHW WYVZMZMRK SR LERHSYXW JVSQ
strapped neighbours. As the situation deteriorates, such
community hospitality is nearly exhausted, and tensions
between groups over water, food and land are rising.

Children Believe is responding to this humanitarian
crisis, focused on providing education in emergencies and
child protection in displaced communities. Over the past
XLVII JIEVW GLMPHVIR LEZI FIRIY4XX
health and psychosocial support services, provided in
partnership with UNICEF. Families have received cash
transfers so they can buy essentials, along with skills
training to help them start small businesses, such as
selling vegetables and raising livestock. And with funding
JVSQ XLI )YVSTIER 9RMSR [l IRKEKIH
awareness sessions and dialogues to help the displaced
families and host communities live together peacefully.

“My heart breaks when | see the suffering of peace-
loving communities in my own country,” says Children
Believe's West Africa Director, Christelle Kalhoule. “But |
am continually moved by the resilience of the displaced
Burkinabé children, women and youth | meet. It's a
resilience honed in the midst of adversity, uncertainty
and tragedy. They inspire me and our team to be resilient
ourselves and to stretch further to support them more.”

© A Children Believe child-friendly space for displaced
children and youth in Kaya. Photo: Philip Maher




Habibbu’s
'ihope

L

i

It's an aspirational name given to the country by
its visionary former president, Thomas Sankara,
commemorated as a hero after being assassinated
in 1987. His dream and determination live on today in
Burkina Faso’s brave people — women like Habibou.
Habibou and her family are among the 1.9 million
displaced people in Burkina Faso. This courageous
mother of two shared her story of survival with Fred

B urkina Faso means “the land of upright people.”

@ Habibou (left), her neighbours, Fati and Mouzeima, age
2, are rebuilding their lives with support from Children
Believe. Photo: Philip Maher

somehow my husband was separated from us. He
became trapped in another area and armed groups were
blocking the road. | haven't seen him for two years. He is
blind and | worry about him constantly.

When we arrived in the town, | went house-to-house
offering to wash clothes or anything else to earn money

s MXXIZIITR 'LMPHVIR &IPMIZI ")3 HY V NbReed Imyl ehildZev. W WX hXrhilatig.]InEMy village,

to Kaya, a town in the Centre-Nord region that borders

I had my own successful business as a trader, selling

XLI GSRY-MGX ~"SRI 8LI VIKMSR MW R 8lptheS i@ the<rgarket.

uprooted Burkinabé.

“Armed men came one day and they stole our
livestock. We were a wealthy family with land, a large
home, and many cattle, sheep and goats. We lost
everything but the clothes on our backs. Several days
later, they came back to kill us. They murdered my two
brothers, their wives and their sons. They killed many
people that day.

My husband, my two children and | escaped to the
nearest safe town by riding in the back of a delivery
truck; we were stuffed in with all the goods. But

Fortunately, | was able to join a women’s savings
group [run by Children Believe]. | got a loan that enabled
me to buy some goods to resell children’s clothes and
shoes. It helps me because when | am idle, | think
too much about my husband and my children — what
will become of them. | pray hard for peace to return,
especially for my children. They were doing well at
school at home, but here they are failing because of the
trauma they have endured. | want them to be educated.
If you are not educated you are in darkness and anyone
can do anything to you.”

ChildVoice %229%0 6)43687



Stt h "8LI WLSSXMRK WXEVXIH MR Q] ZMPP
I C I n g a.m.,” says Sohaibata, her expression stoic. “We ran into
the house, grabbed some clothes and our cooking pots,

together a ERH %IH - LEZI E FMK JEQMP] SJ EFSYX

escaped, except my uncle who stayed behind. People in a
n eW fu tu re nearby village took us in, but soon the men came hunting
for them, too. My family ran from village to village for

almost a year until we ended up here in Kaya.”

he rhythmic clicking of her knitting needles Sadly, Sohaibata’s story is not unique. Of the 1.9
seems to soothe Sohaibata as this soft-spoken million people displaced in Burkina Faso, more than
JIEV SPH KMVP VIGSYRXW LIV H6&l3ecer arenhidgeu.]According to Children Believe

"0OMJI MR Q] ZMPPEKI [EW FIEY XM J Yresegschi peePoptRigvanstwe shikieex ia the six most-

her eyes downcast, focused on the yellow ball of yarn affected regions have experienced or witnessed violence.
in her lap that she is fashioning into a scarf. “My family Of these children, 82 per cent are girls.
raised animals and we grew our food. My father was a To begin to recover and regain a sense of normalcy, these
farmer and | used to walk in the hills with him. One day, children need psychosocial care and support, educational
when we can go back, | want to keep knitting and start a and recreational activities, and protection services.
small business selling things.” Children Believe’s child-friendly spaces are safe havens
Sohaibata is suitably proud of her new skill that she where children can play, learn and enjoy a sense of routine
learned in one of Children Believe’s 55 child-friendly spaces ~ and stability — so critical for their long-term well-being.
for displaced children and youth in Kaya, Burkina Faso. In the centres, adolescents also learn vocational skills,
8LI WGEVJ XEOMRK WLETI FIX[IIR LIV YWRehiaswewng Qe s@apantrythat are therapeutic as
progress and hope. For Sohaibata — who has never well as a means of generating income. “I started coming
been to school and can't sign her name — her knitting is to the centre for something to do. The teacher taught me
something to show for time lost during her family’s year and the other girls how to knit,” says Sohaibata, holding
on-the-run after their community was attacked. YT LIV WRMWLIH JIPPS[ WGEVJ [MXL E WE

can make hats, scarves and shawls. | think | can sell them

) Sohaibata hopes to turn her new knitting skills . . N
back in my village. | hope | can go home soon.

into a small business. Photo: Philip Maher

Children Believe and UNICEF

Since 2018, we have worked together to protect
the rights and well-being of displaced children in
&YVOMRE *EWS..W QSWX GSR¥»%MG X

38,490 CHILDREN, INCLUDING

19,576 GIRLS without documentation,
VIGIMZIH FMVXL GIVXMY“ZLGEXIW
existence so they can fully enjoy their rights,
IWTIGMEPP] XS IHYGEXMSR ERH

82,939 CHILDREN, INCLUDING

42,708 GIRLS in emergency situations,
FIRIY4aXIH JVSQ TW]GLSWSGMEP
GSYRWIPPMRK GEVI ERH WOMPF

1,380 HOUSEHOLDS, INCLUDING
8,329 CHILDREN, VIGIMZIH GEWL X

8 ChildVoice  %R229%0 6)43%68




End Child Marriage

Rad "Ny

Remembering
a classmate

' who never
returned

k 4 bl j ok - -_ ..1.. 1- \ -It ‘ p . ]

@ Child brides in India face many hardships due to poverty, inequality

By Dr. Belinda Bennet and harmful traditional practices. Photo: Tatevik Galstyan
n my rural primary school in Tamil Nadu, India, my KSZIVRQIRX S¥%GMEPW XIEGLIVW ERH T
I Grade 5 class had 16 boys and two girls. Two months We start by ensuring that government-established
into the academic year, my sole girl peer dropped child-protection systems are effective by making children
out. Our teacher matter-of-factly told us that our former aware of their rights and involving them in decisions
classmate got married. that affect their lives. We engage men and boys (who

As a 10-year-old, | couldn’t believe what | heard traditionally hold the power), and empower women and
and didn’t understand why this happened. By the time | girls, raising awareness that child marriage is a form of
reached college, | learned that early- and forced-marriage  violence against children, particularly girls.
was “normal” in my community. Over the decades since, No single organization can end an issue as complex
as a development specialist, | have spoken with many as child marriage. To foster lasting solutions, Children
girls who believed they had no choice but to get married. Believe builds alliances across every level of society.

In India, at least 1.5 million girls are married before Slowly, change is happening. | am encouraged by
XLI EKI S IEGL ]JIEV 92-")* + Pr&ceIE Pi®ies XooEixlia and from other parts of the
RYQFIV MW QMPPMSR 92-")* BRI, BV ABINY'S WA is $odmer sponsored child
XLl "3:-( TERHIQMG ERH WGLSSP G Pghowaysuppored by Ber family and her community to
million more girls are at risk of becoming child brides continue her education, rather than being married early
SZIV XLI RI\X HIGEHI 92-")* (see her story on page 11). But, our work is far from

Girls forced into marriage endure unfathomable HSRI OMOI Q] GLMPHLSSH WGLSSPQEXI
LEVHWLMTW ;L] HSIW XLMW LETTIR# rdoMiP &t riGkEWaAeIEane ywWo join us to end child
an outcome of poverty, gender inequality and harmful marriage so that every girl can reach her full potential.

XVEHMXMSREP TVEGXMGIW EPP MWWWWNMQUGRMRBHY RREMIZI GE IRH GLMPH
pandemic. Child marriage is illegal in many countries, but
often laws to protect children are not enforced.

Children Believe works to protect children’s rights,
including access to education. Girls with no education
are three times more likely to marry before age 18 than
girls who attend secondary school or higher (Girls Not
Brides, 2022). A key to ending child marriage is changing
the attitudes and behaviour of community leaders, ChildVoice %229%0 6)43689

(V &IRRIX MW
Children Believe's

GLMIJ MRXIVRE
TVSKVEQW S%GI




Education
or the altar?

A tale of two Ghanaian
girls who faced
life-changing choices

@ Khadija, 16, here with her mother, Alina, faced hard choices after her
By Crystal Lee father was killed in a motorcycle accident. Photo: Philip Maher

hild marriage is a complex global issue that impacts she cooks. In Ghana, many children in rural areas drop out
‘ girls disproportionately and is exacerbated by of school as early as Grade 3, when classes switch from
poverty. Nearly 40 percent of girls in the world’s XLIMV PSGEP PERKYEKI XS )RKPMWL 4E\
poorest countries are married as children, twice the global YREFPI XS WTIEO )RKPMWL SV PEGO JS\
average (Girls Not Brides, 2022). often unable to help their children with their studies.
The stories of Khadija and Amina, one a child bride Not wanting to waste her mother's meagre resources
and the other a graduate student, illustrate how easily on school expenses, Khadija reluctantly dropped out in
MX MW XS JEPP MRXS XLEX WXEXMWXMG RBEEHASSRO XISWVIEWSEFSYXSEP [EW XS
the challenges they faced, the value of support and the take care of my mother,” she says.
essential role of education. :MXLSYX E LMKL WGLSSP GIVXMWGEXI
HM3%GYPX /LEHMNE XVEZIPPIH OMPSQ
Khadija the capital of Ghana, to look for opportunities. After
Khadija's world changed forever the day her father died months of earning little by selling water on the crowded
in a motorcycle accident in 2019. She was just 13. streets and washing dirty dishes on the curb for street
Alina, Khadija's mother, now widowed with six children, food vendors, she turned back home.
struggled to support her family by farming a small plot of /ILEHMNE HIGMHIH XS FIGSQI E WIEQW
land by their rural home outside of Tamale, the capital of profession in Ghana where most clothes are handmade.

+LERE..W 2SVXLIVR 6IKMSR %PMRE LKW dRaved SV ik Ritth He¥ BolfteMoSHRakim, 21, who
FYX YRHIVWXSSH XLI MQTSVXERGI SJ prbmidddEnéKals¥wivig vadtMnd/ 4sM Bdwry if they wed.
secondary school. Khadija, still mourning her father, began At 16, Khadija was under the legal marriage age of 18, but
JEMPMRK MR GPEWW ERH PSWX LIV G SerirtdleRFRadheini, approved the union, fearing she might

“I got 80 percent in math, but in other subjects | become pregnant and be shunned by the community. He
couldn’t understand or remember what the teacher was hoped the sewing machine would allow Khadija to develop
saying,” explains Khadija in Nanunli, her native language, RI] WOMPPW ERH “%RH IQTPS]QIRX

EW WLI EVVERKIW %%VI[SSH MR XLI WQ EP Rh&laXaHdSHakMmIndied linl Meloruary 2022. Khadija
has yet to get a job or her sewing machine. Hakim, who
10 ChildVoice %229%0 6)4368



dropped out of school in Grade 8 and is now a carpenter’s Barichisu, scraped by selling dried grains at the local

apprentice, is saving what he can from his small earnings market to support her three children. Although she did not
so he can deliver on his promise. go beyond primary school, she reinforced her husband’s
Children Believe and our local partner have since wishes that Amina and her two brothers continue their
connected with Khadija, offering to enrol her in an all- schooling. Barichisu’s community supported her efforts.
INTIRWI TEMH XLVII ]JIEV REXMSREPP] G K Xpgdradidd xHidden SAViin&R ah d® & Hdthers attended
that would give her the skills she needs to become a E PSGEP WGLSSP ERH FIRI%%XIH JVSQ XL
WIEQWXVIWW 9TSR KVEHYEXMSR WLI EniePadthvsu@ddvied biz Chilbdiéh B&ieve. Barichisu joined
machine to support her business. a village savings and loans association, taking a loan to
Access to education, whether it be school or advance her business, which created valuable income that
vocational training, has the greatest ability to promote helped cover some of Amina’s educational costs.
the rights of girls. For Khadija, it will empower her to be On-track to completing a six-year doctor of medical
WIPJ WY¥%GMIRX ERH KIRIVEXI LIV S[RscMiRés Brogtanm’ Bidin&tasoikeREhe few women in her
it removed a possible fate as a child bride. class. On average, girls in rural Ghana complete four years
of school, often dropping out as a result of early marriage,
Amina pregnancy, poverty, sexual harassment and various other

"1EVVMEKI# - [MPP KIX QEVVMIH WS Q | Hdfrlers&¥any farilielsHbrefe® investing in their sons’
IWXEFPMWL Q] GEVIIV VWX % WE]W %Y%@ubhtoR because tr@dgiéh&diyithByemain at home, while
JRKPMWL WTIEOMRK KVEHYEXI| WXY H | RiXudhtéroeldntddiyMeavey/ teMiveXvjthSheir husbands’

Development Studies in Tamale, Ghana. families,” Amina explains further.

OMOI /LEHMNE %QMRE PSWX LIV JEXLAWIndIEth&ankXl folMhi& plarents’ commitment to her
motorcycle accident in 2015, but not before he made a education and the support her family received.
lasting impression on her. “| was inspired by my late dad,” Children Believe, together with our partners, generous
%QMRE VILIGXW EHQMVEXMSR ERH W dohdrs|aNdthettdMnind @itigsRaRiErPwe beRe, works to
her voice. “He said education was the only thing he could empower young people to overcome barriers preventing
offer his children and encouraged us to get degrees so we them from accessing education, staying in school
can earn a living for ourselves.” and pursing their dreams. We believe education is

%QMRE..W JEXLIV [EW XLI %VWX M Rrdnafovhaliéng@ &he WwilkcBntiadeXd rR&th girls like Khadija
school, completing agricultural training college. As an and Amina so they can change their lives and their world.
EKVMGYPXYVEP INXIRWMSR S%GIV LI QEHI E KSSH WEPEV] XLEX
enabled him to take care of his family. @ Amina, 23, is a graduate student at the University of

After Mahama'’s tragic passing, Amina’s mother, Development Studies in Tamale, Ghana. Photo: Philip Maher
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Gifts in Action

4

@ Dr. Cirilo Congo chats with a young patient at the new dental

linic, mad ible by Canadians’ d i Child
A reason to smile B e s S
A new dental clinic means so

much to families in Blas Garay Antonella,ll.s, and Cielo, 6, W.hO were recent.Iy treated at
the new clinic. “Many people in our community can't

travel to another city so there are some who have never

By Rosanna Menchaca and Javier Mendoza .
been to a dentist”

ine-year-old Marilen has only good things to Many patients arrive at the clinic suffering with chronic
N VITSVX EFSYX LIV VWX ZMWMX XS XXLBERIXWSWXIZIR XSSXL PSWW O0OEGO
“l was not afraid. | was sure the dentist made it almost the norm for rural residents to be missing
was going to help me so my tooth wouldn't hurt any some or many teeth, which greatly affects their general-
longer,” says Marilen, a young patient at the recently- and mental-health, self-esteem and even job prospects.
opened dental clinic in Blas Garay, an underserved rural 0S[ MRGSQI JEQMPMIW EVI EQSRK XLSWI
community located 100 kilometres west of Asuncion, Now, patients can receive affordable care and learn about
Paraguay'’s capital. “| had a tooth extracted and a the importance of preventative dental hygiene.
cavity cured.” &YMPX MR XLI IN\MWXMRK &P>W +EVE]
OMOI QSWX SJ XLI VIWMHIRXW dihkR wafopahed Eh\¢@ifboration with Paraguay’s health
Marilen and her family don't take dental care for granted. ministry, which provides the dentists. It boasts a modern
9RXMP PEWX ]JIEV XLI] XVEZIPPIH P S Rdentsks BhZiE Ry Macki®, indRiindnts, sterilization
dentist or simply went without treatment due to the equipment and other supplies — all in a freshly painted
unaffordable cost of private care. Now, thanks to the venue with new washrooms and accessibility ramps.
combined donations of Canadians who purchased dental “For children, we promote prevention strategies
and healthcare items through Children Believe's Gifts and healthy habits, daily brushing and frequent dental
forGood GEXEPSKYIl JEQMPMIW MR &P)>WyvisitsVdays BV Cirifol GongoXadBriist at the clinic. “We
from the services of a well-equipped dental clinic close see the most immediate impact of our work with the
to home, open three days a week. adults. Many have lost job opportunities due to the poor
X MW ZIV] HM%GYPX LIVI MR XLI G unditior pfthdirtéeth Ssokthedrestarative procedures we
a dental clinic of this quality,” says Lourdes, mother of do are life-changing for them.”
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Advocacy

in Children Believe’s training programs for youth on child
rights and child protection, equipping her to get involved
and take action.

OEWX ]JIEV &MVYOXE[MX [EW IPIGXIH
state-level children’s parliament in the Southern Nations,
2EXMSREPMXMIW ERH 4ISTPI..W 6IKMSF
She boldly lobbied for children’s rights at high-level, inter-
EKIRG] QIIXMRKW MRZSPZMRK WIRMSV E

“Biruktawit is a strong leader at meetings where her
activism is appreciated by police, justice, health and
IHY GEXMSR SsaysBeréketTortas, head of the
;SQIR ERH 'LMPHVIR %JJEMVW S3%GIl MR

JEVPMIV XLMW JIEV &MVYOXE[MX ERF
TEVPMEQIRXEVMERW GSRZMRGIH PSGEF
establish child-protection units in police command posts
in their district. They also campaigned to stop the sale of
O L Bear schools across the city. A potentially addictive
WYFWXERGI MRGVIEWMRKP] YWIH F] |SY
plant that contains cathinone, a natural stimulant.

f; k -I: 8LI TPERX MW PIKEP MR )XLMSTME [l
p e a e r O leaves is a social custom dating back thousands of
years. However, khat use among students has been

th e h O u S e linked with mental, physical, social and psychological

problems. Police are now enforcing the ban of khat

. I d school ds, thanks in | tt
This teen MP advocates for i oo 38
change from her seat in
Ethiopia’s children’s parliament

@ Biruktawit, a Grade 12 student, is making a difference
in her community through her advocacy for child rights.

By Gezahegn Gebremariam and Moges Molla

iruktawit, 17, is choosing to stand up, be heard
B and make a difference for children across her

country as a founding executive member of
JXLMSTME..W “UVWX REXMSREP PIZIP
JWXEFPMWLIH MR 1EVGL XLMW ]IEV
children to voice their concerns, exercise their rights,
and ensure that policies, strategies and laws regarding
children’s rights are executed at all levels.

“I am thrilled to be part of this parliament, and to
know that we have a country, people and government
that listens to us,” said Biruktawit during the swearing-in
ceremony. “Together with the concerned ministry and
government bodies, we can now bring about the change
we aspire to see.”

Biruktawit, who lives in Sodo, is quickly emerging as
a seasoned young politician, encouraged by her father, a
policeman, and her mother, a housewife. The Grade 12
student is gaining advocacy skills through participation

4 Tl ol ﬁf‘i

@ Biruktawit addresses Ethiopia’s national children’s
parliament, of which she is a founding member.
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"Nicaraguan

youth

How Deyra navigated
her family tour boat
business to success
with training from a
Canadian-funded youth
employment project

By Enmanuel Castro @ Considered men’'s work by many in Nicaragua, Deyra says she is
breaking gender stereotypes and enjoys her job, captaining her
eyra was a promising industrial engineering family’s tourist boat. Photos: Juan David Granda Aranda
Duniversity student in Managua, Nicaragua’s capital,
when her scholarship funding abruptly ended in WSSR 7LI LEH XS “4RH E [E] XS MQTVSZI L
9REFPI XS GSRXMRYI LIV GSYVWIW WMXEBXIMERXIARYHAWLI JEGIH HM¥%GYPXMIW
focus to her family’s boat tour business in Granada — one are affected by numerous barriers to employment,
of the country’s biggest tourist destinations — on the MRGPYHMRK WOMPPW HI“ZGMXW E PEGO !
WLSVIW SJ OEOI 2MGEVEKYE and information about job opportunities, as well as
“I learned to drive boats, and guide tourists around the discrimination based on social status, ethnicity and gender.
lake and the islets. That's how | was earning an income Fortunately, Deyra learned about Children Believe's
to support my family and save for school,” says Deyra. MRRSZEXMZI JSYXL IQTPS]QIRX TVSNIGX
“It was a challenge for me because, in my culture, this is (“push” in Spanish). Today, she is one of the 12,000
considered men’s work. | knew | needed to make money Nicaraguans aged 15 to 30 (including 7,200 women) who
but | was ashamed of my job.” EVI FIMRK XVEMRIH ERH TVITEVIH XS %R
The business was struggling in March 2020 small businesses. As a result of the project, participants
[LIR XLI "3:-( TERHIQMG HIZEWXE X IHdveXeSteblidied &) ekpahded 115 small businesses in
Nicaragua. The number of foreign visitors dropped by the last two years, including chicken farms, esthetician
more than 67 percent, and tourism income fell by 61 services, traditional fast food outlets and tourism
percent between 2019 and 2020, according to a Central services, like Deyra’s family boat tour company.
Bank of Nicaragua report. % YZl JIEV MRMXMEXMZI JYRHIH F] +PSF
With fewer tourists visiting the lake, Deyra knew she )149.) PIZIVEKIW PSGEP XVEMRMRK XIGLR
couldn't save enough to go back to university any time project provides youth with business and life-skills training,
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as well as technical vocational training, and it is implemented ]SYXL XVEMRIH XLVSYKL )149.) EW XLIW

by Children Believe in collaboration with the Nicaraguan [MPP FI XLI RI\X PIEHIVW XLI RI\X QEREI
2EXMSREP -RWXMXYXI JSV :SGEXMSR E P Tdpid,Ghe xnshader BRabkboutar réstdusae: Ehat offers

partners. The tailored activities enable project participants STTSVXYRMXMIW JSV )149.) TEVXMGMTEF
to grow and thrive in their own communities, break gender them gain experience in the labour market and better

stereotypes, create networks and connect with opportunities understand gender-inclusive policies. This program

offered by local corporations and businesses. prepares youth to build a better Nicaragua.”

“| found myself, thanks to the project,” says Deyra, Deyra is convinced that she now has the skills needed
who is now 26. “| learned that women can do any job, and to grow her family’s small business. She plans to improve
| started to enjoy my job at my family’s business. Now, the boat garage, expand the tour operation and promote
I’'m breaking gender stereotypes through the work | do.” the business internationally.

As part of the project, Children Believe created an “The biggest impact the project had on my life has
online platform where participants can take free training been getting to know myself and my abilities,” says
from anywhere their computers or mobile phones have an Deyra. “My parents are proud of me because they know
MRXIVRIX GSRRIGXMSR OIEHIVWLMT E WM ddnt Bivel uede it \cRaNeagEs MySsBory is an
time management and stress management are among the example for other young women that there are no gender
valuable topics covered in the 13 training modules offered. limitations when you want to do a job.”

)149.) [MPP EPWS WSSR PEYRGL /VI*GS “- KVS][%
in Spanish), an online platform set up for project
participants where they can access exclusive employment For more information about EMPUJE and Children
opportunities with companies that support gender Believe’s global work empowering young dreamers to
equality and inclusive policies for youth. access education, overcome barriers and be a voice

“Private companies want to be strategic partners for for change, visit childrenbelieve.ca.

Deyra has made
a success of her
boat tours and
has plans to
grow the family
business.


http://childrenbelieve.ca

Annual Report: Chair’s Note

-«MoiEU p j M/jU/TEjtp«jE2TEjt}
helping children build a better future

hildren’s education is at the core of what we do at WMKRMY“GERX 1SVI XLER GLMPHVI|
'LMPHVIR &IPMIZI )HYGEXMSR IUYNMITWVGLM@PIW IFR PMPSIPIRX GSR¥%»MGX VIGIN
WOMPPW XLEX TSWMXMSR XLIQ X an# otherSuppaa BmhélpHhdernbegiR td rebuild their lives.

ambitious, enabling them to live and dream fearlessly. We are grateful for the increasing recognition and
9RIJSVXYREXIP] XLI KPSFEP TERHIQM GuppearivhatyChiXliieh BelieveB prdgréms Méave earned from
education worldwide. Today, more than 635 million governments, international donors, fellow development
students remain affected by full- or partial-school agencies and — most importantly — the many community
closures, resulting in a seemingly insurmountable scale of members we serve. We will continue to respond to the
loss to children’s learning. elevated tensions of this world to optimize outcomes in
During the pandemic, our teams stepped up and those communities.
overcame unprecedented challenges to keep children Our service to the less fortunate has only ever been
PIEVRMRK MRWMHI ERH SYXWMHI XLI QdésEMeWaiS@f y8u -+ dur\ithfiIDspoBsotsy donors
465,200 girls, boys, parents and educators across our six and partners — whose commitment never wavered
STIVEXMSREP GSYRXVMIW FIRIYXIH JV$QV®YKDSEMRXH I ETERIMIYMG =SYV HIHMG!
inclusive, quality education. inspire Children Believe teams worldwide to do more and
We also saw remarkable success in other areas of to do better every day.
our community development work. For example, in Thank you for believing that change is possible and
3GXSFIV [l GIPIFVEXIH XLI GSQTP I X&pHR tdsein@®wey childrén to change their world.

year project in Central America directed at preventing
irregular migration. Funded by Global Affairs Canada, the
program improved the lives of more than 119,000 people
through skills training and small-business development
opportunities, empowering them to stay in their countries
and work locally.

With gratitude,

-R 'LMPHVIR &IPMIZI EPWS MRMXMEXIH QER] %VWXW
even in the midst of the pandemic. For example, in +EFVMIP 3PMZM
TEVXRIVWLMT [MXL 92-')* [I I\XIRHIH SYV LYQERMXEVMER Children Believe’s

EWWMWXERGI [SVO EGVSWW GSR¥»MGX "SRIW MR &YVOMRE * GLEMV SJ XLI F¢
— a new component in our 35-year record of community
development in this country. The outcomes were

Our Board of Directors

F5 G SEFIEIIER L, 2022 Karen Fonseth-Schlossberg, %US§- Y8
Gabiriel Ollivier, CHAIR Mary Kosta-Cadas, %US- Y%e8§

Lori Schmidt, UU -A O U§ j - §-% §&j MonaMitchel, %US§- %+§

Aklilu Mulat, % 8- "A§-8§ Justin Pang, % U§- Y%e§

Vafa Akhavan, %U8- Y8 Anthony Ruffolo, %US- Y8

Dr.Ben Chan, %U§- %e§ Melissa Sariffodeen, %USg- Y%e§
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Annual Report: Our Financials

Through the generosity and support of our many donors and partners,

Children Believe creates a future of hope for children, families, and

communities by breaking down the barriers to education and allowing
children to dream fearlessly about the future — to stand up for what they

believe in — and to be heard.

Summarized Statement
of Revenue and Expenditures
Year ended March 31, 2022

[in thousands of dollars]

REVENUE

Cash donations

Grants

Gifts-in-kind

Investment & other income

EXPENDITURES
Programs
JHYGEXMSR
Health and nutrition
Sustainable development
JQIVKIRG] VIWTSRWI
Total programs
Fundraising
Administration

Excess of revenue over expenditures

509

2022

21,437
5,042
2,504

415

5,730
3,766

22,160

3,706
3,023

1,836

2021

22,264
8,201
3,161
1,858

8,760
3,801

26,368
4,289
2,991

@ Youth in Children Believe India’s program were provided access to a laptop to help

continue studies online during classroom interruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Expenditures

/8% Programs
Fundraising
9% Administration

8LMW GLEVX MW FEWIH SR E %.
EZIVEKI SJ SYV ERRYEP IN\TIRHM

CHILDREN BELIEVHs an independent,
autonomous organization that directly

funds programs and projects in our
GSYRXV] S#%GIW [SVOMRK
national partner organizations. We

proudly support local communities,
IQTPSIMRK TEWWMSREXI L
national personnel to manage and

lead our work.



Annual Report: Impact and Reach

It all adds up

Your support improves the lives of children and families worldwide

OVERALL
REACH

1,224,181 vulnerable children,
families and other socially
vulnerable members of target
communities were directly reached
through our child-rights centred,
and family-focused community
development programs.

ADVANCE CHILD RIGHTS
AND PROTECTION

11,000 at-risk children and youth (60 per cent girls) were
supported to continue their education.

768 school communities were equipped with extracurricular
and recreational facilities so that pupils, notably female
students, could enjoy a safer learning environment.

119,000 girls, boys and young adults received training to
TVIZIRX MVVIKYPEV GLMPH QMKVEXMSR ERF

390 partner organizations were engaged in programs to protect
GLMPHVIR JVSQ EFYWI INTPSMXEXMSR X\



SUPPORT THRIVING
COMMUNITIES

465,200 boys and girls, teachers, caregivers and
TEVIRXW FIRIY“XIH JVSQ WYWXEMRIH EGGIWW XS MRGPYWMZI
and quality education.

101 classrooms and libraries were reconstructed or
renovated and 32,877 school supplies provided.

45,232 children (between ages 36 to 59 months) gained
access to early childhood education and care services.

14,164 young women and men received vocational or life-
skills training and access to employment opportunities.

54,641 births were attended to by skilled health personnel.

PROMOTE EQUALITY
FOR GIRLS

195,594 children, youth, parents and caregivers
received training to stand up for the rights of girls

and women, to take legal and community-focused
preventive measures to avoid child marriage and other
forms of gender discrimination.

429,848 targeted family members and community
leaders were enabled to strengthen favourable
attitudes to the wellbeing of children, including positive
parenting, violence prevention and gender equality.

24,452 women assumed leadership roles and
participated meaningfully in community/public

PARTNER WITH CHILDREN HIGMWMSR QEOMRK XS MR%YIRGI KIRH
AND YOUTH FOR CHANGE

146,629 children and youth were enabled to participate
WMKRMY“GERXP] MR GSQQYRMX] EGXMSRW ERH GSRXVMFYXI XS
grassroots decision-making.

26 local development partners were supported to
strengthen their organizational capacities and improve
their work in addressing child rights and facilitate
changes in fragile and underdeveloped communities.

264,092 community members, families, girls, boys and
adolescents received training to improve awareness
and develop positive child-protection practices.



Check your mailbox, visit bit.ly/catalogue-gifts

orcall 1.800.263.5437 to shop today!
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Download our stocks and securities transfer form by

visiting  bit.ly/transfer-securities or scanning the QR code
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